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Let’s get to know our new NETs

Ms. Aleksandra Kashina

Nationality: Russian

Maijor at university: International Relations
Hobbies: Reading classical literature, yoga,
hiking, fraveling, spending time with my friends
Teaching experience:

Russia (2014 - 2015)

Mainland China (2015-2016)

Hong Kong (from 2017)

Why did | come to work in Hong Kong?

Hong Kong has a unique and amazing culture! This is the place where Asian and Western
cultures meet. I've always been interested in Chinese culture, however, as a foreigner | feel
very comfortable in Hong Kong. As an English teacher, | strongly believe that this city gives
a priceless opportunity for students to study and use English language. | feel that | can be
very helpful for all the students who would like to learn more about the language and West-
ern culture, so that one day they can freely communicate with foreigners (both countless
tourists and residents).

What does my perfect day look like?

On my perfect day | would wake up early and

go for my yoga class. | believe yoga is one of

the best ways to wake up because exercise can

help your body start working properly and you

get lots of energy for the rest of the day. After

the class | would go to a café to drink a cup of

fresh roasted coffee. | like the taste of bitter

coffee. While drinking it, | would call my family because normally we all are very busy to talk
to each other during working days. Later on, | would meet my friends to go hiking together.
| like hiking in Hong Kong very much as | enjoy the beautiful scenery. Sometimes my friends
and | would stay outside for a picnic. Hiking is also a good way to get away from the city and
enjoy fresh air and silence. Then | would have a dinner. As | adore seafood, my perfect
dinner would be in a Japanese or Thai restaurant. In the evening | would stay at home and
read a book. I like reading classical literature, especially Russian.

Is it true that Russian people don’t smile?

It's very hard to smile when it's so cold outside. People don’t get lots of sunlight, that’s why
they can seem a bit depressed. However, once a Russian person knows you better, you will
get the best friend ever.

The day my whole life changed

Mr. Joachim Desutter

My birthday is on the 24th of November and |
always look forward to it because I’'m curious
about what kind of presents | might get. Last year
| didn’t get a birthday party but the next day, my
daughter, Mila-Juna De Sutter (FR#%/E) was born
and became the best birthday present ever.

Since then my life has changed a lot. | have to
change diapers, bathe her, feed her, play with her
and make her life as amazing as possible. This
also means that she has become the most
important person in my life. My priorities have
changed, from the moment she was born she
became the reason why | do most of the things |
do every day.

| can’t really put it into words how happy it
makes me to look at my daughter in the
morning or to see her smile at me when |
come home from work. Even though |
sometimes have to deal with her scream-
ing, peeing or pooping on me, crying or
being cranky, her smile always makes it all
worth it.

My life changed on the 25th of November
and I'm loving every second of it.

new e tn YKH

S.1 Wong Wai Ching Liz

Not many schools provide STEM education and | am more than

happy that | can study here and learn more about it. That's why |
enjoy the Technology and Maker lessons most. Also, I've joined
the Technology Club for a while and it is so much fun. | look
forward to creating my own products in the future.

S.1 Yu Hoi Lam

much knowledge about the
ocean and how to protect it.

| love the Home of Decorum.
Living with classmates and
cooking together was an
experience that | will treasure
forever.

Ms. Elena Maksiutova
Nationality: Russian
Favourites: Travelling, Extreme sports, Hiking,
Computer science and my dog.
| was born in USSR, Vladivostok city, not that far away from
Hong Kong, so | was familiar with Asian culture from child-

hood. | was highly interested in art so | graduated from an art
school and now enjoy drawing as a hobby. | was crazy about

sports as well and became a candidate for Master of Sport in
Kickboxing as a junior but had to quit training because of
As a kid | was constantly daydreaming of distant
shores and bygone eras. Maybe that's why | can't stop

school.

exploring the globe.

and counting. For one year | lived in the most isolated island

I've already been to 18

countries ...

in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean named Bermuda.

| left Russia when | was 16 and moved to
China. | lived in Shenyang city in the North of
China and studied in Liaoning university . My
major was Ancient Chinese Culture and Litera-
ture, | enjoyed my studies a lot. Before | started
to teach | worked in Supply Chain and graduat-
ed from two universities. | can fluently speak
Mandarin Chinese and develop Android apps.
I'm a hyper open-minded person who's always
curious about everything. That's why | chose
Hong Kong for living. For me, Hong Kong is the
best option because it's so different from all of
the countries I've lived in. The main plus though
is the climate, it's not too hot in summer and not
too cold in winter, no snow is already great for
me. | love to enjoy my life and share my experi-
ence with others!

STEM & MAKER In English

Students are displaying the different designs of the automatic irrigator

In support of STEM and MAKER education to broaden knowledge base and strengthen their
ability to integrate and apply knowledge and skills, students are taught to present their products
designed in English. The Aquaponics System is one of the examples. With the newly paved
grassland in the Memorial Garden, this year, the automatic irrigator is the main focus. From
connecting the sensors and understanding the mechanisms to presenting the designed product
to target audience, students have to study and use a lot of English vocabulary. They can apply
the language learnt in English lessons to presenting their STEM and MAKER products. Their
interest in STEM and MAKER has motivated them to learn English.

| think I'm a lucky girl because | can have my two favourite things
combined in Yu Kan Hing, fish and cooking! Here | can learn to
make coffee and bake in the English AquaCafé which has an
aquarium with lots of coral reef, fish and crabs. | have gained

S.1 Tang Pok Man

The Pre-S1 camp was a great start of

was very scary

my life in Yu Kan Hing since | experi-
enced a challenge - cooking a goose. It

as | was afraid of getting

burnt. Yet, | have learnt that courage,

cooperation and discipline are very

important to hel
So, this year, |

p me succeed in my life.
have joined the scouts

and Hong Kong Air Cadet Corps.
Although the training is hard, | will try

my best to co
unleash my pot

mplete the course and
ential.
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